Working through the Sequence of Tenses
The Sequence of Tenses for Spanish gives us specific rules about which tenses work together for sentences with main and dependent clauses. This chart outlines the different choices. Below the chart you will write sample sentences for each combination of tenses.
SEQUENCE OF TENSES for subjunctive 
	Tense of main clause 
	QUE
	Subjunctive tense in dependent clause

	PRESENT  
	
	PRESENT SUBJUNCTIVE 
PRESENT PERFECT SUBJUNCTIVE

	FUTURE  
	
	

	COMMAND
	
	

	PRETERIT 
	QUE
	IMPERFECT SUBJUNCTIVE 
PAST PERFECT SUBJUNCTIVE

	IMPERFECT 
	
	

	CONDITIONAL 
	
	


 
Work through examples for each combination to see them in action. Translate the following sentences into Spanish paying attention to the verb tense choices.
· Present with present subjunctive
I hope that we make good grades this semester. I hope that we will make good grades this semester. (HINT: These are the exact same sentence in Spanish.)
· Future with present subjunctive
We will ask you (tú) to come to a meeting soon.
· Command with present subjunctive
Tell him to wash his hands.
· Present with present perfect subjunctive
It’s a shame that we have not attended class recently.

· Preterit with imperfect subjunctive
I liked that they gave me a birthday party.
· Imperfect with imperfect subjunctive
He wanted her to call him last night.
· Conditional with imperfect subjunctive.
I would recommend that you all prepare for next semester.
· Preterit with past perfect subjunctive
It bothered me that they had arrived late.
· Imperfect with past perfect subjunctive
I doubted that he had received the message.
· Conditional with past perfect subjunctive – I can’t think of an example. I don’t think you’ll see these together often (if at all).

If Clauses have a similar set of rules for which tenses can be used together in a sentence.
SEQUENCE OF TENSES for IF Clauses 
	SI clause (IF…)
	Result clause (THEN…)

	Si + PRESENT INDICATIVE
	PRESENT INDICATIVE
FUTURE
IMPERATIVE

	Si + IMPERFECT SUBJUNCTIVE
	CONDITIONAL

	Si + PAST PERFECT SUBJUNCTIVE
	CONDITIONAL PERFECT



Work through examples for each combination to see them in action. Translate the following sentences into Spanish paying attention to the verb tense choices.
· Si + present indicative – present indicative
If he comes at 2:00, we are going to be late.
· Si + present indicative – future
If she does not have the money, we will give it to her.
· Si + present indicative – imperative
If you are hungry, eat lunch.
· Si + imperfect subjunctive – conditional
If I were rich, I would travel to every continent.
· Si + past perfect subjunctive – conditional perfect
If we had been ready, they would have come to the house.
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