
Excerpt from Rev. Josiah Strong's book, Our Country: Its Possible 
Future and Present Crisis, 1885 
"Does it not look as if God were not only preparing in our Anglo-Saxon civilization 
the die with which to stamp the peoples of the earth, but as if he were also 
massing behind that die the mighty power with which to press it? My confidence 
that this race is eventually to give its civilization to mankind is not based on mere 
numbers—China forbid! I look forward to what the world has never yet seen 
united in the same race; viz., the greatest numbers, and the highest civilization. 

Mr. Darwin is not only disposed to see, in the superior vigor of 
our people, an illustration of his favorite theory of natural 
selection, but even intimates that the world's history thus far has 
been simply preparatory for our future, and tributary to it. He 
says: "There is apparently much truth in the belief that the 
wonderful progress of the United States, as well as the 
character of the people, are the results of natural selection; for 

the more energetic, restless, and courageous men from all parts of Europe have 
emigrated during the last ten or twelve generations to that great country, and 
have there succeeded best." 
...Concerning our future, Herbert Spencer says: "One great 
result is, I think, tolerably clear. From biological truths it is to be 
inferred that the eventual mixture of the allied varieties of the 
Aryan race, forming the population, will produce a more 
powerful type of man than has hitherto existed, and a type of 
man more plastic, more adaptable, more capable of undergoing 
the modifications needful for complete social life. I think, 
whatever difficulties they may have to surmount, and whatever tribulations they 
may have to pass through, the Americans may reasonably look forward to a time 
when they will have produced a civilization grander than any the world has 
known." 
Again, another marked characteristic of the Anglo-Saxon is what may be called 
an instinct or genius for colonizing. His unequaled energy, his indomitable 
perseverance, and his personal independence, made him a pioneer. He excels 
all others in pushing his way into new countries. It was those in whom this 
tendency was strongest that came to America, and this inherited tendency has 
been further developed by the westward sweep of successive generations across 
the continent. So noticeable has this characteristic become that English visitors 
remark it. Charles Dickens once said that the typical American would hesitate to 
enter heaven unless assured that he could go further west. 
What is the significance of such facts? These tendencies infold the future; they 
are the mighty alphabet with which God writes his prophecies. May we not, by a 
careful laying together of the letters, spell out something of his meaning? It 
seems to me that God, with infinite wisdom and skill, is training the Anglo-Saxon 
race for an hour sure to come in the world's future. Heretofore there has always 
been in the history of the world a comparatively unoccupied land westward, into 
which the crowded countries of the East have poured their surplus populations. 



But the widening waves of migration, which millenniums ago rolled east and west 
from the valley of the Euphrates, meet to-day on our Pacific coast. 
There are no more new worlds. The unoccupied arable lands of the earth are 
limited, and will soon be taken. The time is coming when the pressure of 
population on the means of subsistence will be felt here as it is now felt in Europe 
and Asia. Then will the world enter upon a new stage of its history--the, final 
competition of races, for which the Anglo-Saxon is being schooled. Long before 
the thousand millions are here, the mighty centrifugal tendency, inherent in this 
stock and strengthened in the United States, will assert itself. 
Then this race of unequaled energy, with all the majesty of numbers and the 
might of wealth behind it—the representative, let us hope, of the largest liberty, 
the purest Christianity, the highest civilization—having developed peculiarly 
aggressive traits calculated to impress its institutions upon mankind, will spread 
itself over the earth. If I read not amiss, this powerful race will move down upon 
Mexico, down upon Central and South America, out upon the islands of the sea, 
over upon Africa and beyond. 
And can any one doubt that the result of this competition of races will be the 
"survival of the fittest"? "Any people," says Dr. Bushnell, "that is physiologically 
advanced in culture, though it be only in a degree beyond another which is 
mingled with it on strictly equal terms, is sure to live down and finally live out its 
inferior. Nothing can save the inferior race but a ready and pliant assimilation. 
Whether the feebler and more abject races are going to be regenerated and 
raised up, is already very much of a question. 
What if it should be God's plan to people the world with better and finer material? 
Certain it is, whatever expectations we may indulge, that there is a tremendous 
overbearing surge of power in the Christian nations, which, if the others are not 
speedily raised to some vastly higher capacity, will inevitably submerge and bury 
them forever. These great populations of Christendom”—what are they doing, but 
throwing out their colonies on every side, and populating themselves, if I may so 
speak, into the possession of all countries and climes?" .. 
Nothwithstanding the great perils which threaten it, I cannot think our civilization 
will perish; but I believe it is fully in the hands of the Christians of the United 
States, during the next fifteen or twenty years, to hasten or retard the coming of 
Christ's kingdom in the world by hundreds, and perhaps thousands, of years. We 
of this generation and nation occupy the Gibraltar of the ages which commands 
the world's future." 
	  


