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The Legacy of Communism 

 Communism, a socialist movement originating in the mid-1800’s, was a movement that went 

against everything Capitalism had been built on. It made every effort to demolish the old Capitalist 

System and replace it with one that favored the lower class. The middle class, known to father of 

Communism Karl Marx, as the bourgeoisie, was the pinnacle of capitalist achievement – it was the 

growing sect of society that lived better than peasantry, yet worse than royalty. The Industrial 

Revolution spurred a movement of individuals that were able to enter the free enterprise system and 

become members of the middle class. These individuals generally were owners of businesses, and did 

not work as laborers; they instead took on administrative roles. To fill in this gap, there was an entire 

class below the bourgeoisie: the lower class – known to Marx as proletariat. These lower class 

individuals filled the ranks of those who worked at machinery and assembly lines. They, when compared 

to the bourgeoisie, were very poorly compensated for the difficult yet integral part in which they played 

in the economy. Karl Marx and Frederick Engels, two of the greatest economic minds of the nineteenth 

century, developed a system that pushed the bourgeoisie out, and allowed integral parts of working 

society to live in total equality. Karl Marx developed this system over the course of many years, starting 

out with  his college education and initial working caste, and moving on to become one of the most 

influential men to ever grace governmental systems. 

 Karl Marx was born on May 5th, 1818 in Trier, Germany. His initial interests included law, and he 

began his college career studying jurisprudence. Having always been interested in philosophy, however, 

he was turned away from law, and decided to take a philosophical course for the rest of  his college 

education. Freshly out of college, Marx began working as a journalist editor for his local newspaper, and 
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was invited into a “metropolis of intellectuals.” (Engels, P1)  He spent five years there, where he picked 

up many philosophical ideas and studied Plato, Aristotle, and other Greek legends. His particular interest 

was in Plato’s Republic, and Epicurus’ teachings. As his knowledge grew, so too did his repertoire of 

friends. He elected to join a business guild that was staged in London in 1843, and that is where he 

wrote his pivotal book, The Communist Manifesto. 

 Marx was a very influential member of the guild he was in. In fact, the guild asked him 

specifically to craft its creed. This creed, in light of the new socialist movements and the recent French 

Revolution, fell in line with the idealistic thoughts of the day. He, and his new associate, Frederick 

Engels, with whom Marx had shared many debates and arguments since his time with the Society, 

drafted the first copy of what is known today as The Communist Manifesto. Published in 1847, Marx’s 

manifesto claimed the position that the bourgeoisie, or the middle class, was oppressing those of the 

lower castes, who were the ones doing all of the work. Marx held an idealistic sense of what a world 

should be, and, true to the revolutionary spirit that rocked the nineteenth century, called for revolution, 

stating, “Let the ruling classes tremble at a Communist Revolution. The proletarians have 

nothing to lose but their chains. They have a world to win. Working men of all countries, 

unite!” (Marx, 178) The initial response to this Manifesto was horror, and, not wanting the ideals 

of the French Revolution to seed rebellions in their own countries, the leaders of nearly all 

countries of Europe banned the book from sale. It did not stop Marx or Engels, however, and 

“by 1854, The Communist Manifesto had been translated into seventeen different languages, 

spanning all of the European countries, and even rested in some bookstores in the United 

States.” (Engels, Introduction to The Communist Manifesto) 

 Though Marx was shunned by many for his “anti-capitalist” beliefs, he found quarter in 

a wealthy merchant’s home in France, where he and Engels proceeded to write several other 
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great works that circulate today. His masterwork, Das Kapital, was published in 1867. Das 

Kapital was a political review of the modern capitalist society, teeming with mathematical 

proofs of the ideals of land, labor, and capital, with specific chapters detailing how wages are 

arranged due to the distribution of Human and Physical Capital. As such, Marx shows extreme 

adeptness with his writing style, and openly displays affection for the capitalist regime. His take 

on the modern capitalist is not damning, nor is it geared to dishearten individuals; rather, Das 

Kapital is one of the most objective statements of how a society functions given that its 

economic system is capitalist at its base. Later on, however, Marx compares the two, capitalism 

and communism, in such a way that any individual reading it could ascertain the benefits and 

drawbacks of both regimes, without pushing the reader one way or the other. 

 Marx’s methods of writing were matter-of-fact, and were intended to challenge the 

reader. He was prone to powerful and lengthy sentences, using language that favored action 

verbs and assertiveness, and his articles push one into a critical reading process. His works did 

not show his personal opinions, instead relying on the proofs of economy that he drafted 

favoring his system over the capitalist system, comparing and contrasting the two different 

economies with as much objectiveness as he could muster. Marx’s later works, beyond that of 

Das Kapital, maintained the stance that communism was superior to capitalism, but asserted 

that capitalism was, indeed, more effective than the previous systems employed by civilization 

(Marx, 134). Marx himself was an advocate of capitalism, and wished for an ideal system that 

he could only describe as his communism. He was not an anarchist, but he did want the current 

system to be upset within his lifetime, and Engels would continue to push his ideals long after 

Marx was dead. 
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 Karl Marx, throughout his life, worked on many books, ranging from publications such as 

The German Idealogy (published in 1846) to political critiques like The Critique of Hegels Right 

of Man (published in 1853). Throughout his works, Marx peppers his reader with daring 

insights, such as “The philosophers have only interpreted the world, in various ways: the point, 

however, is to change it.” (Marx, 54) Marx’s aptitude for economic status and his constant 

acceleration of the capitalist and Communist regimes throughout his life have hoisted him into 

the annals of time as one who created a system of government that would rival Capitalism 

throughout the Twentieth Century, and, even now, is holding on in countries like China and 

North Korea. While Americans refuse to say his name without disdain, it is clear that Karl Marx 

was one of the best minds to come out of the Nineteenth Century. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Last Name 5 

 

Works Cited 

  

Althusser, Louis. "How to Read Marx's Capital." 1969. <http://www.generation-

 online.org/p/fpalthusser11.htm>. 

Engels, Frederick. "Marx-Engels Biography." Karl Marx. Die Zukunruft, 11 Aug 1869. Web. 22 Feb  2013.    

 <http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/bio/marx/eng-1869.htm>. 

Marx, Karl, and Frederick Engels. The Communist Manifesto. 1st Edition. New York: 1997. 178. Print. 

Marx, Karl. Das Kapital. New York: 2003. 457. Print. 

 

  


