
Last Name 1 

 

Student Name 

Kipp 

Influential People Research Paper 

3/1/13 

Walt Disney 

 "The way to get started is to quit talking and begin doing."  -Walt Disney.  

Since the mid-1920s, Disney has been astonishing audiences of all generations. From 

Mickey Mouse, to animated shorts, to animated films to creating a million dollar theme 

park he has captured our hearts along the way and ever changed the lives of past 

generations and those to come. His goals became reality at such an early age and keep 

on keeping on to this very day. Walt Disney's zeal for creativity and entrepreneurship 

plus his determination to change the world of animation has stimulated the hopes and 

dreams of children and adults alike. 

 Walter Elias Disney was born in 1901 to parents Elias and Flora Disney. They were 

not a wealthy family but that didn’t stop Walt from aspiring to fulfill his dreams. Walt 

Disney did not have it easy trying to make his dreams become a reality. Like many of us 

aspiring to become something, he had to overcome many obstacles. When he was a 

young boy, his family moved around often. His love for drawing began at age 4.  Walt 

had many jobs as a cartoonist for newspapers but always dreamed of more. Him and his 

brother, Roy worked together opened studio after studio to earn money and make 

cartoons and animated shorts. They declared bankruptcy in 1923. They did not have it 

easy. As Walt said in an interview about his biggest problems:  "Biggest problem? Well, 

I'd say it's been my biggest problem all my life. MONEY. It takes a lot of money to make 

these dreams come true. From the very start it was a problem. Getting the money to 

open Disneyland, about seventeen million it took. And we had everything mortgaged 
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including my personal insurance" (Walt Disney, quote) and that is the truth. That is 

everyone’s main concern when starting a business. But, if you don’t at least try you will 

never know if you will succeed or not. Walt and his brother did not only try but they 

succeeded into what Walt Disney is today, and THAT is an inspiration to us all.  Disney 

had many major accomplishments from Mickey Mouse to Snow White, to Disneyland 

and more, he has been very influential to the world we live in today.  

When you think of Walt Disney, you may think of many things. One thing in 

particular comes to everyone’s mind, and that is a specific character who Walt describes 

as this: "Born of necessity, the little fellow literally freed us of immediate worry. He 

provided the means for expanding our organization to its present dimensions and for 

extending the medium cartoon animation towards new entertainment levels. He spelled 

production liberation for us." (Walt Disney, quote) Walt Disney stated this in reference to 

a mouse, a well-known little mouse by the name of Mickey. Mickey was not only a 

character. He was and is Walt Disney, both literally and figuratively. Walt Disney created 

Mickey Mouse in 1928 after losing the rights to Oswald the Rabbit in a difficult battle. 

Walt actually provided the voice for Mickey until 1947. He gave him his personality and 

soul.  The first silent film Mickey Mouse starred in was called ‘Plane Crazy’. When sound 

was introduced to animation studios, Mickey starred in Steamboat Willie. Walt received 

an Academy award in 1932 for his production of “Mickey Mouse” which was a series that 

later featured Mickey’s friends: Minnie, Donald, Goofy and Pluto. “Animator Fred Moore 

redesigned Mickey Mouse in the late 1930’s to what we know today” (Wikipedia). Many 

years later Walt Disney expanded Mickey’s fame to influence younger and older 

audiences. 

 In the 1950’s Disney helped create a TV series called The Mickey Mouse club 

which starred children called mouseketeers and meeseketeers. The show had music, 

talent, cartoons and comedy strips. In the later years of the show after Disney’s death 
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the show starred some of Hollywood’s biggest stars today. This cast included Britney 

Spears, Justin Timberlake and Christina Aguilera. If not for The Mickey Mouse Club, 

these stars may have never got the chance to show their talent, and it was all thanks to 

Walt Disney and a mouse. Disney said it best, "I only hope that we don't lose sight of 

one thing - that it was all started by a mouse" (Walt Disney, quote). 

 In 1937-1941 Disney shined like the star dedicated to his name in the Hollywood 

walk of fame.  As Wikipedia called it, “the Golden age of animation” started in 1934 

when Walt began to develop plans for his full-length feature, Snow White and the Seven 

Dwarfs. The film industry was not so certain that this idea would prosper for the Disney 

Company and called the project “Disney’s Folly.” Many tried to talk Disney out of 

fulfilling the plan to make the film but he wouldn’t listen.  Production went from 1934 till 

mid 1937 after the studio ran out of money for production costs. On December 21, 1937 

Snow White premiered at the Carthay Circle Theatre and was given a standing ovation. 

This short showing showed to lenders (loan officers) was to earn more money to 

produce the film. Snow White was the first animated feature in America made in 

Technicolor and was released in February of 1938. It became the most successful movie 

of that time and earned millions of dollars. After the success of Snow White, Walt built a 

new studio in Burbank, California. The crew continued to make classic animated films 

including Pinocchio, Fantasia, Bambi and continued early production of Alice in 

Wonderland, Peter Pan, and Wind in the Willows. During the production of Dumbo 

Disney staff went on strike causing much tension between Walt and the artists. Disney 

continued to make animated full length features and in the 1950’s he began a much 

bigger project. 

 Disneyland is known as a place of dreams and fantasy, a place where the young 

can get away from the world and live happily and carefree and make their dreams 

become a reality, and where the old can discover their youth again.  Disney began 
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sketching ideas for an amusement park in the late 40’s. He wanted to create a place 

where his workers could go with their families and where everyone was welcome and 

could enjoy the time there. The idea came to him while at Children’s Fairyland in 

Oakland, California.  Disney spent 5 years planning and developing Disneyland. Many 

people had doubts in him. They thought that it would be a failure and closed in a year. 

On Sunday July 17, 1955 Disney gave a speech at the newly created theme park to 

which he said: "To all that come to this happy place: welcome. Disneyland is your land. 

Here age relives fond memories of the past, and here youth may savor the challenge 

and promise of the future. Disneyland is dedicated to the ideals, the dreams, and the 

hard facts that have created America... with hope that it will be a source of joy and 

inspiration to all the world." (Walt Disney quotes). I believe that is exactly what 

Disneyland does. When people go there is makes them happy and carefree. That is 

exactly what he wanted and he would be so happy to see all the smiling faces that enter 

those gates every day.  

 When I think Disney, the first thing that comes to mind is Mickey Mouse. When 

surveyed, majority of the people said the same thing. Disney has obviously had many 

major accomplishments but as said earlier “it all began with a mouse”. To the question 

to be answered, is Walt Disney still influential in the world today? Well Yes. Without him 

we would not have the wonderful animated movies we have today to show our children. 

We would not have amazing theme parks to take our families to. We would not have the 

genuine inspiration to follow your dreams and make them a reality. I asked in my survey 

if Walt Disney would be satisfied with the movies being produced today under his name. 

An answer that caught my eye was this, “I think Walt Disney would be proud of all of the 

animated movies that have been created under Walt Disney Pictures. They all have a 

very positive meaning. I do not think he would be proud of Disney channel however.” I 

completely agree with this statement. I think the movies give good lessons and positive 
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meanings. For example, one of my favorites, The Lion King, teaches children about 

learning from the past and moving on and facing your fears. I think there are great 

lessons to be learned from most animated movies. However, the Disney channel seems 

like a disgrace to me because there are none of his original ideas incorporated on the 

Disney channel except Disney JR with the Mickey Mouse clubhouse. Without Walt 

Disney, the world of animation would be a different place.  

Walter Elias Disney developed a tumor in his lung. He passed away on December 

15, 1966, ten days after his 65th birthday. The cause of death was diagnosed as acute 

circulatory collapse due to lung cancer. His death was a devastating loss to the world. I 

think to myself to imagine a world without Walt Disney, a world without the dreams, 

without the fantasy, without the whimsical attitude and optimism. I can’t, Can you?  I 

believe this quote from Author of biography on justdisney.com, Brad A. states it 

best…”Walt Disney is a legend; a folk hero of the 20th century. His worldwide popularity 

was based upon the ideals which his name represents: imagination, optimism, creation, 

and self-made success in the American tradition. Walt Disney did more to touch the 

hearts, minds, and emotions of millions of Americans than any other person in the past 

century. Through his work he brought joy, happiness, and a universal means of 

communication to the people of every nation. He brought us closer to the future, while 

telling us of the past, it is certain, that there will never be such as great a man, as Walt 

Disney.”  
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